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Greece has a growing and 
fl ourishing Research and 
Innovation (R&I) ecosystem based 
on its excellent human capital 
of innovators, researchers and 
entrepreneurs, its developed 
infrastructure and a pro-business 
pro-innovation Government which 
is focusing its efforts to attract more 
US investment from technology 
companies to set up bases in the 
country. “We have recently signed 
a bilateral agreement with the 
US, which set the framework for 
technology, research and innovation 
organizations to fi nd synergies in 
their respective fi elds,” said Mr. 
Christos Dimas the Deputy Minister 
for Research and Innovation. “In 
the last year, we attracted a large 
number of US investments in the 
technology fi eld with the most 
notable being Microsoft, which 
plans a US$1billion investment to 
create a regional digital data center 
in Greece. 

The country start-up ecosystem 
is fl ourishing as well, and many 
international investors are now 
investing in EquiFund, a fund 
established in 2016 by the Hellenic 

Republic and the European 
Investment Fund. “We see 
investment opportunities arising 
from the areas of semiconductors, 
transport & logistics, enterprise 
software tools, cybersecurity, 
energy, agrotech, fi ntech, real 
estate, hospitality, as well as 
marine & gov tech” said Mr. 
Dimitrios Skalkos, the Chairman 
of EquiFund. “We are happy to 
see investing interest from the 
US. Greece and US have strong 
historical and cultural bonds and 
have mutual feelings of trust” he 
added.

“Greece is here for business and 
we are capable of competing 
internationally, with our excellent 
human capital of innovators, 
researchers and academics ready 
to fi nd solutions at a local, national 
and global scale” added Dimas.
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The Foundation for Research and 
Technology – Hellas (FORTH) is the 
premier multidisciplinary research 
institution of Greece, with eight 
diverse Institutes, and presence 
throughout the country. FORTH 
conducts frontier, internationally 
competitive research, and has 
signifi cant expertise in cutting-edge 
technologies that are ushering in 
the new era of the 4th Industrial 
Revolution. “Nanotechnology, 
genetic engineering, the internet 
of things, artifi cial intelligence, and 
quantum computing, are some of the 
areas, where research pursued in 
FORTH’s laboratories has generated 
break-through technological 
advancements” explain Prof. 
Nektarios Tavernarakis, the 
Chairman of FORTH. It is indicative 
that, to date, 33 FORTH Researchers 
have been awarded highly 
competitive European Research 
Council (ERC) grants, securing more 

than 40 million € for the Institution. 

Over the less than 4 decades of its 
existence, FORTH has become the 
cradle of many successful spin-
off companies, and productive 
international partnerships. To 
strengthen relationships with the 
private sector, FORTH created the 

PRAXI Network, a highly experienced 
and well-staffed Technology 
Transfer Unit. FORTH also operates, 
in its premises, the Science and 
Technology Park of Crete, an 
incubator of start-up companies 
that maintain close ties with the 
academia and research groups 
of the Institution. “This symbiosis 
nurtures a conducive science 
ecosystem that facilitates the close 
interaction of FORTH with leading 
US and international educational 
and business Institutions. Fostering 
this ‘knowledge triangle’ has proven 
to be a prudent strategy towards 
boosting FORTH’s research and 
innovation capacity” said Prof. 
Tavernarakis.

According to a European Commission 
study, Crete (the location of FORTH’s 
headquarters) has a signifi cant 
performance lead over other 
European regions in innovation, 

which continues to increase at a
steady pace. Greece is an ideal place 
to do research, with the country’s
untapped potential constantly
attracting new investors. FORTH is 
rapidly reinforcing its position in
the global Research & Innovation 
scene, while becoming a popular 
destination for digital nomads. “Our 
strategic plan is to maintain and 
enhance FORTH’s excellence, as 
well as, expand into emerging and
exciting research fi elds. We aspire 
to attract more foreign investments, 
aiming to initiate new research
activities. Investing in pioneering 
research conducted at FORTH is 
a wise strategy towards reaping
enormous benefi ts for our collective 
future” Prof. Tavernarakis concluded.

https://www.forth.gr

FORTH is rapidly reinforcing its position in 
the global Research & Innovation scene

Prof. Nektarios Tavernarakis, 
Chairman of FORTH

ADAPTIT is a Greek ICT company, 
founded in 2005 and since then 
it has been offering premium 
quality services and cutting-edge 
technology solutions in AI, Big 
Data Analytics, IoT and UAV. As 
an international Group, ADAPTIT 
has presence in most European 
countries, as well as in the Middle 
East and Africa and a continuous 
presence as an exhibitor at the 
Mobile World Congress since 2012. 
As a System Integrator, ADAPTIT 
combines the latest technological 
trends to offer its customers 
innovative tailor-made solutions, 
delivering high quality turnkey 
projects to all dynamic sectors, 
i.e. Telecommunications, Financial 
Institutions, Transportation, Utilities, 
Agriculture.  

The company, being an active 
member of Amcham Greece, 
it maintains strong business 
relationships with ICT US companies. 

Indicative examples are the 
collaboration with Arbor Networks 
and recently with IBM. “With Arbor 
Networks, a member of Netscout 
Group, we started our cooperation 
with the purpose to introduce DDoS 
security / mitigation solutions in 
the Greek ICT market,” said Mr. 
Athanasios Tzaferis, Founder and 
CEO of ADAPTIT. Today, eight years 
after the start of this cooperation, 
some of the most important 
Telecommunication Service 
Providers, as well as public sector 
entities and big enterprises, base 
their cybersecurity for DDoS attacks 
on Arbor Networks solutions. “This 
success gives us the strength to 
establish and further expand Arbor 
Networks and its solutions to more 
companies and entities” he added.

“In addition, our partnership 
with IBM mainly focuses on 
the implementation of Asset 
Management projects based on 

the IBM Maximo solution. Although 
our cooperation is recent, we have 
managed to win very important 
projects in Transportation and Energy 
Utilities” Mr. Tzaferis highlighted.

ADAPTIT has implemented the 
fi rst projects based on Augmented 

Reality technology in the context
of the Digital Field Maintenance
Transformation and has recently
secured a competitive tender for a
signifi cant project for the European
Union to provide UAV Services to
Port Authorities of the member-
states of EU, aiming to measure the
sulphur content of ship emissions
in compliance with the relevant
European Union directives.

“All previous factors constitute a
guarantee that ADAPTIT is a reliable
partner in the Greek ICT market,
which will contribute to the Digital
Transformation with the integrated
solutions, products and services
offered to its partners successfully”
concluded Mr. Tzaferis.

https://adaptit.gr

Cutting-edge technology solutions for the global ICT sector

Mr. Athanasios Tzaferis, 
Founder and CEO of ADAPTIT

Mortek was established in Athens, 
Greece in 1968. In its early years 
and until 1992, Mortek designed 
and manufactured Military Radio 
Communications Equipment 
according to MIL 810 Standards, as 
well as Broadcasting Systems and 
Vans. Since 1993 Mortek has been 
commercially active with a strong 
presence in the Fixed & Mobile 
Communications and Fiber Optic 
Markets.

Mortek supplies a wide range 
of Telecom Equipment, Services 
& Turnkey Solutions for many 
Mobile Operators and the wider 
Telecommunications Market. 
Moreover, “we are also dominant 
in the Critical Communications 
market, focusing on large scale 
projects.  We operate in the Balkans 

and the Southeast Europe regions, 
with continuous expansion in new 
markets, offering a wide range of 
products and services for many 
types of Telecommunication 
Networks” highlighted Mr. George 
Moraitinis, Mortek’s Managing 
Director.

Mortek is an ISO 9001:2015 
certifi ed company, a member of 
the American-Hellenic Chamber 
of Commerce and has been a long 
time partner with many prominent 
hardware manufacturers and 
system integrators, from the US 
as well as internationally. “Strong 
technical expertise, serious 
infrastructure, a solid fi nancial basis 
and extensive networking have 
made us the preferred choice of 
many companies seeking to enter 
the Greek Telecom market. We 
have also been the trusted partner 
for companies such as Motorola 
Solutions, Times Microwave, Actelis 
and Ericsson Antenna Solutions” 
said Moraitinis.

“Greece today is in the forefront of 
a strong economic growth and a 
digital revolution as there is both 
the political will and the required 
know-how. Mortek’s expertise in the 
fi elds of Mobile, Fixed and Critical 
communications, make us the 
ideal partner for any US Company 
looking at telecom projects of Local, 
Regional or Nationwide scale.”

https://www.mortek.gr/?lang=en

Mr. George Moraitinis, 
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Mortek serves as a gateway to 
the Greek Telecom market

Kleon Tsetis, a restless 
pharmacist and researcher, 
with a vision to strengthen the 
position of Greek manufacturing 
in the pharmaceutical industry, 
established Uni-Pharma in 1963 
with the mission to improve the 
quality of life of our fellow men by 
facilitating access to treatment with 
innovative, high-quality and cost-
effi cient pharmaceutical products. 
“Since its establishment, Uni-
pharma has been active in research, 
development, manufacturing and 
marketing of pharmaceuticals of the 
highest quality, covering all major 
therapeutic areas, with innovative, 
ground-breaking products of their 
time, such as IV paracetamol, 
APOTEL® and enteric-coated low-
dose ASA, SALOSPIR®, as well as 
technologically challenging products 
such as Levothyroxine Sodium, 
T4®” explained Mrs. Julia Tseti, 
CEO of The Tsetis Pharmaceutical 
Group of Companies (OFET).

OFET comprises two complimentary, 
dynamic pharma companies, Uni-
pharma SA and InterMed SA, as 
well as a Cyprus-based commercial 

company, Pharmabelle, and the 
newly established Uniherbo, 
specializing in medicinal plant 
extraction.

Uni-pharma and InterMed export to 
more than 66 countries worldwide, 
leveraging on growth opportunities 
around the globe. Both industries, 
export high-technology and 
innovative products under its own 
brands.

“Our Group has invested more than 
80 million euros in recent years, 

while the investment plan for the 
years 2019-2021 exceeds 15 
million euros with the completion 
of the radical renovation of Uni-
Pharma’s historical manufacturing 
site” highlighted Mrs. Tseti, adding 
that the company is open to Joint 
Venture collaborations with US 
and other international companies 
in complex and capital-intensive 
advanced innovation projects in the 
biomedical fi eld, as highlighted by 
the Covid19 pandemic.

“We are living through troubled 
times, but with an inspiring vision, 
immovable focus, accountability, 
synergistic and fair collaborations 
and solidarity, we can overcome 
all obstacles. It is our duty to work 
in unison with social cohesion and 
rebuild in the Post-Covid19 era, so 
as to make Greece a unique Hub 
of Innovation and Excellence. And 
above all, it is our principal duty 
to protect the environment and 
safeguard sustainability. This is the 
mission of our generation” stated 
Mrs. Tseti.

https://www.uni-pharma.gr

International collaborations and 
sustainability on top of Tseti’s agenda

Mrs. Julia Tseti, CEO of OFET

DNASequence is a young, 
dynamic enterprise based on 
a long history of corporate and 
academic collaboration between 
the founders, their networks and 
their partners. The founders of 
DNASequence have been working 
together in the fi eld of digital 
biotechnology for more than 15 
years and have thus imagined 
their current efforts a long time 
ago.

“Our expertise ranges from 
information technology - such 
as hardware, network and 
software engineering, software 
development, HPC, big data 
analytics, machine learning, 
algorithm implementation 
and cloud computing - to 
biotechnology - such as omics 
technologies, including genomics, 
transcriptomics, proteomics 
and exposomics, as well as 
bioinformatics, life science 
databases, precision medicine 
and data/software standards” 
explained Professor Christos 
Ouzounis, the company’s CSO. 

DNASequence, with the strong 
US network of its founders, 
is expected to work with US 
industries on multiple levels. “As 
a cutting-edge IT/biotech, we 
will follow the latest trends and 
technology platforms closely in 
the academic domain, where 
collaborations with top academic 
institutions are being fostered. In 
addition, corporate partnerships 
are envisioned, both in the IT and 
the biotechnology domains, in the 

near future” highlighted Ouzounis.

According to the CSO, the 
Covid-19 pandemic has amplifi ed 
the need for digitalization and the
application of new cutting-edge 
technologies. “Despite the public 
health disaster and emergency 
measures with a negative impact 
on the economy, the current 
pandemic underlines the need for 
biosafety and biosecurity, as never 
before” he said.

This has pushed the startup 
ecosystem in Greece forward 
and it is currently experience 
its biggest boom, a great
development coinciding with the 
country’s proud 200th anniversary
since revolution. “The celebration
of 200 years of modern Greece
is a milestone for a new era of 
innovation built on a rich cultural 
heritage, where DNASequence 
can also contribute by actively 
participating in projects related to 
the preservation of archaeological
treasures. The future is bright”
Ouzounis said.

https://dna-sequence.eu

Rising from the pandemic crisis, 
DNASequence is destined to lead

Prof. Christos Ouzounis, 
CSO of DNASequence

Established in 2000 and bringing 
together fi ve scientifi c Institutes, the 
Centre for Research and Technology 
Hellas (CERTH), is a basic & applied 
research organization with the 
mission to advance knowledge 
towards society impact; from 
climate change, green energy 
and sustainability, to artifi cial 
intelligence, advanced robotics 
and the Internet of Things, holistic 
approaches to healthcare and 
nutrition, autonomous vehicles 
and the smart evolution of cities. 
“Today, CERTH is considered to 
be one of the leading centers in 
Greece and is listed among the top 
15 European Institutions in terms 
of participation in competitive 
European funded research” said 
Dr. Dimitrios Tzovaras, Chairman of 
CERTH.

As a leading European Institution, 
CERTH maintains collaborations 
with academia, research and 
industry with countries like UK, 
Israel, S. Korea, Brazil, China, 
Canada, etc. “Of course, being 
a frequent pioneer in the fi eld of 
innovation, USA-located entities 
could not be absent from the 
list of our closest collaborators” 

explained Dr. Tzovaras. “Following 
this, we are glad to be able to 
demonstrate within our portfolio, 
fl agship collaborations with 
organizations like BP, ExxonMobil, 
BASF, Texas A&M University, 
Albemarle, Johnson Matthey, 
Janssen, Honeywell and Praxair” 
he added.

Similarly, CERTH has also 
participated in the past in 

competitive funding schemes of 
the U.S. Department of Defense 
(DoD), Offi ce of Naval Research 
(ONR), under the framework of 
Naval International Cooperative 
Opportunities in Science & 
Technology (NICOP). 

In addition, the recently signed U.S. 
- Greece Science & Technology 
Agreement is expected to pave 
the way to build even closer ties 

between the United States and
Greece, in the fi eld of science and
technology, initiate new synergies
of mutual prospect & benefi t
and has already attracted major
international organizations opening 
hi-tech subsidiaries in Greece (e.g., 
Pfi zer, Amazon, etc.) 

Last but not least, CERTH has in its 
mentality an attitude of openness
and respect toward international
cooperation through all of the years
since its establishment. The wide
network of the well-established 
(inter-)national collaborations 
& affi liated organizations
easily allows for the design &
implementation of even more 
demanding projects. “Recognizing
the value of knowledge exchange 
for the benefi t of society, we 
welcome our partnerships with a 
high level of business mentality, 
in a multicultural spirit, free 
from prejudice and stereotypes”
concluded Dr. Tzovaras.

https://www.certh.gr

CERTH: Research thrives on International Cooperation

The Centre for Research and Technology Hellas (CERTH)

Pharmaceutical and Biotechnology Innovation


