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ETME is a rapidly evolving 
engineering company which aims 
at commercially exploiting its 
unique IPR portfolio in the domain 
of offshore wind (FloatMast®) and 
maritime surveillance (Unmanned 
Semi-fixed Sea Platforms - USSPs). 
The company is a well-established 
civil and environmental engineering 
company with more than 20 years of 
experience and forms the succession 
of the ETME Antoniou – Peppas 
company, formed in 1971. It has a 
long track record in consulting the 
Government and Europe in matters 
of Heavy Infrastructure in the domain 
of hydro engineering as well as in 
Defence and Security. The company 
core capacity is its ability to envision 
new products and services, protect 
them through patents and deliver 
them to the market. 

“As a company we have invested 
heavily in the offshore energy 
sector and we believe that this 
sector is growing rapidly both in 
Greece and the USA thus, presenting 
tremendous opportunities in the 
field. In particular, we anticipate 
a very rapid growth in Greece of 

the Offshore Renewables sector 
and FloatMast® , our unmanned 
floating wind measurements mast, 
will become a key factor in the 
offshore wind development in both 
countries. In fact we are looking 
ways to expand our business in the 
US and we clearly see this field as a 
potential collaboration area between 
ETME and US entities” said Antonios 

Peppas, CEO of ETME.

“I would like to stress-out that
Greece has turned the page and the
opportunities for mutually beneficial
collaborations in all business
fields are very actual with marine 
renewables positioned at the very 
top” he added.

https://www.etme.gr

ETME turns its focus on offshore energy

FloatMast platform in the Aegean Sea completing a 12 month wind 
data measurements campaign initiating Offshore Wind in Greece.
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DNV, one of the world’s leading 
international accredited registrar 
and classification society, has 
been in Greece since 1921 with 
the purpose to safeguard life, 
property and environment, while 
having its people as priority. 
“For all this time, we have been 
building trust between maritime 
and industry stakeholders, 
suppliers and customers, systems 
and technologies. DNV has been 
contributing in the amplification 
of safety and quality in the 
shipping industry, as well as, in 
the challenging oil and offshore 
sector” said Ioannis Chiotopoulos, 
DNV Senior VP & Regional Manager 
of South East Europe, Middle East 
& Africa.

Currently, DNV’s main goal is to 
navigate the maritime industry 
through the uncharted waters of the 
two megatrends: decarbonization 
and digitalization. The outbreak of 
the COVID-19 pandemic brought 
digitalization on the spotlight, as 
this was the key enabler for almost 
every industry’s business continuity 
within the lockdown periods. “DNV 
was well-prepared, thanks to all 
the digital class services already 
existing in a highly advanced level, 
and also moved forward towards 
further enhancing those services” 
explained Chiotopoulos. 

Greece, as a traditional maritime 
nation, is considered as one of the 
home-markets for DNV and the 
growth of DNV Greece, Piraeus 
office is proved by the numbers. “In 
2016 we had 711 vessels under 
DNV Greece class, translated into 

32.80 mGT, Today we have 855 
vessels under our class, translated 
into 42.89 mGT, Currently we have 
the 19% of the market share in 
Greece in terms of GT” highlighted 
Chiotopoulos.

This year DNV celebrates its 100th 
anniversary of presence in Greece. 
This anniversary pays tribute to 
the glorious past, emphasizing 
the unquestionably strong present 
and looking forward to an even 
brighter future for Greek shipping. 
“I want to take this opportunity 
and thank all our people from 
DNV, the shipowners and all the 
other factors, who have supported 
our institution and our efforts 
since 1921. DNV is our people 
and everything we have achieved 
so far, is because of our people” 
Chiotopoulos stated.

https://www.dnv.com/maritime/ 

Mr. Ioannis Chiotopoulos, DNV 
Senior VP & Regional Manager 
of South East Europe, Middle 

East & Africa

100 years 
of glorious presence in Greece

APELLA was founded in 1987 and 
has been operating since 1998 as an 
aircraft maintenance center certified 
by the European Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA), regularly supporting 
the flight operations of all Greek 
airlines such as Aegean, Olympic Air, 
Sky Express, and many others as well 
as the logistical needs of the Hellenic 
Armed Forces through competitive 
tender procedures. In addition, Apella 
is one of Lockheed Martin’s approved 
vendors and supports the F-16 
modernization program of the HAF, 
which involves the gradual upgrade 
of its fleet to the F-16 Viper variant. 
APELLA also supports the global 
F-16 production efforts taking place 
at the HAI facility in Greece.  

Since the beginning APELLA had 
successfully formed and cultivate 
relationships and collaborations with 
a multitude of US companies such 
as Goodyear Aviation Tires, Goodrich 
(now Raytheon Technologies), and 
Honeywell which are prominent 
Original Equipment Manufacturers 
(OEMs) of aviation material. “We feel 
Greece is strategically located to 
not only support its customer base 
in Southeast Europe but to also act 
as a portal attracting business from 
customers from the Middle East, 
North Africa and Southwest Asia who 
are looking for EASA-certified, quality 
work, not to mention associated 
personnel training” said Dr. Nikos 
Kontoyannis, Apella’s CEO.  From a 

defence standpoint, Greece, due to
its proximity to regions of perpetual 
instability and being a pylon of 
stability itself, can act as a safe 
maintenance and support center for 
peacekeeping armed forces. 

With this in mind, APELLA has 
initiated efforts to provide, within the
next 3 years, a base maintenance 
facility in-country that will be able 
to support the needs of customers 
in Southeast Europe and contribute 

to a robust and certified defence 
maintenance network. “We strive 
to provide excellence in quality 
and consistency in execution with 
low turnaround times so that our
customer realizes immediate cost
savings” highlighted Dr. Kontoyannis.

https://apella.gr

Dr. Nikos Kontoyannis,  
CEO of Apella

Apella: A regional aviation 
maintenance hub

EKME S.A. was incorporated in 
1973 and followed the evolution of 
the Greek industry since the early 
70’s in the most technologically 
demanding sectors such as oil 
refineries, petrochemical and 

fertilizer plants, power generation 
plants, fuel storage and distribution 
facilities etc. Today, the company 
is one of the main and largest 
contracting companies in the field 
of Oil & Gas, Industrial and Energy 

projects in Greece. It is also the 
largest company in Greece and one 
of the largest in South-East Europe 
in the field of industrial pressure 
equipment supply, such as pressure 
vessels, heat exchangers, reactors, 
etc. and complete, prefabricated 
plants (skid mounted and modular 
units), with an export orientation 
and international clientele that 
includes firms like TechnipEnergies, 
Merichem, AXENS, TOTAL, ARKEMA, 
Hitachi Zosen Inova, Tecnimont etc.

EKME’s culture is US-oriented as all 
its founding partners used to work in 
ESSO refinery, which was an EXXON 
Mobil company. “American industrial 
culture and way of doing business in 
engrained our company’s DNA. 24-7 
availability to meet the industry’s 
needs, dedication to safety and 
quality specifications and pursue of 
challenging projects.  This attracted 
cooperated with multiple US firms, 
from FLUOR, Whiteshield of Basic 
Corporation and Houston Industries 
(partners in the North Aegean 
Petroleum Co), UOP, Foster Wheeler, 
to TechnipFMC and Merichem Co. in 
the last decades” explained the CEO, 

Mr. Yannis Karyotis. “Our roots and 
principles make cooperating with US 
firms a natural business for EKME”.

EKME is a key player in Greece’s 
transition from conventional energy 
production and fuel consumption 
system that has been based on fossil 
fuels, to a de-carbonized model 
based on the use of renewable 
energy (solar, wind, hydro, offshore 
wind) Hydrogen, Renewable 
Biodiesel and other sources. “As 
such, we have a strong interest 
to collaborate with US industrial 
companies, especially in the Energy 
sector where our competitive 
capabilities and advantages can be 
an asset in the efforts to meet the 
new technological challenges in 
Greece and beyond” Karyotis added.

http://www.ekme.gr

Engineering a de-carbonized future for Greece

Mr. Yiannis Karyotis,  
CEO of EKME S.A.

Serafim Sotiriadis & Associates is an 
Athens-based law firm, specializing 
in commercial law, insolvency 
law, business restructuring and 
recovery. It was the first law firm in 
Greece to successfully submit and 
ratify a ‘rehabilitation agreement’ 
- a document that has served as a 
reference point for the Rehabilitation 
Mechanisms (106b and 106d of 
the Greek Bankruptcy Code) that 
followed.

The firm has also been among the 
first to be involved in Greece’s Non 
Performing Loans (NPL) market and 
has vast experience in providing 
foreign investors with legal advice on 
the Greek Law, to give them a deep 
understanding of its impact on their 
investment choices and strategies. 
Greece has already attracted 
the world’s biggest investment 

companies, some of which have 
already entered into the market 
very dynamically, including some 
of the biggest American distressed 
funds. “The reformed distressed 

Greek market is expected to perform 
very well in the next years and this 
put our firm in a position to address 
these legal issues related to this 
industry more efficiently, taking into 
consideration the foreign investors’ 
differentiated origination and 
environment, especially the American 
ones” explained the Managing 
Partner, Mr. Serafim Soteriadis.

Soteriadis’ aims to preserve the 
quality of the firm’s legal services 
and continue responding to the 
clients’ needs. “Our firm, as a top 
corporate law firm that is specialized 
in corporate restructuring, is 
now contributing to the immense 
restructuring of private debt that 
is now taking place in the country 
with the purpose to promote viable 
solutions for our clients, and securing 
their business and investments” 

he said. “In addition, we want to 
bring out investment opportunities 
and lead our clients to choices of 
their interest. Greece is now a very 
interesting investment destination 
due to large scale of the private debt 
restructuring. Investing in distressed 
businesses and instruments has 
been a very profitable industry for 
many investors. Our firm purports to 
facilitate the financial changes that 
our now being implemented in the 
country by providing world class legal 
advice on the complex issues that 
arise in Greece’s legal regime” he 
concluded.

https://www.ssotiriadis.com/en/

The Insolvency and Restructuring Legal Experts

Mr. Serafim Sotiriadis, MP of 
Serafim Sotiriadis & Associates

During the ten-year-long Greek 
economic crisis, it appears that 
the negative phenomenon of 
mass disinvestment by many 
multinational corporations in 
Greece was fully halted. In fact, 
the exact opposite tendency 
seems to be now gaining ground, 
as many corporations of American 
interests are considering various 
investment opportunities in 
Greece. This tendency appears 
to be maintained at the moment, 
and to be even more encouraged 
in the not-so-distant future, 
given the amelioration of the 
financial situation in Greece, the 
improvement and modernization of 
its socio-economic structures and 
its institutions, the strengthening 
of its competitive advantages, 
the stabilisation of the country’s 
political scene, as well as its 
noteworthy geostrategic position, 
especially due to recent events in 
the north-eastern Mediterranean 
region. 

“Within this ever-evolving 
environment, our law firm, 
which mainly focuses on the 
field of financial criminal law, 
including anti-corruption fraud, 
embezzlement, breach of fiduciary 
duty, tax evasion and money 
laundering, has long experience in 
representing clients from the UK, 
Germany, the US, recently China, 
and elsewhere” said Dr. Ovvadias 
Namias, Managing Partner of 
Ovvadias Namias Law Firm. “Our 
clients are mostly involved with 
the banking, the financial, and 
the equipment sector, as well as 

pharmaceutical companies etc.”

In this new exceptional financial 
era for Greece, which coincides 
with a growing interest among
American investors, the firm’s 
distinctive attributes are the 
experience we have gained
throughout the years, and our
motivation to introduce the practice
of internal investigation into the 
Greek market. “It is crucial that 
this kind of investigation, whose

purpose is to detect potentially 
committed criminal offences, is 
being conducted by independent 
law firms specialising in penal law, 
such as ours, often in collaboration 
with prestigious audit firms, with 
which we have also established
strategic bonds. According to the
Law, corporations might attain 
numerous advantages from such a
practice ” said Namias.

https://www.namiaslaw.gr/en/

Dr. Ovvadias Namias, MP of 
Ovvadias Namias Law Firm

Namias: “Greece cruises to an 
exceptional financial era”

Kyriakides Georgopoulos (KG) Law 
Firm has been one of the prominent 
players in Greece’s advanced legal 
sector since the 1930s. The firm 
consists of more than 100 highly-
qualified lawyers, 16 partners and 
a total workforce of 140 people 
with proven and recognized legal 
expertise in many practice areas 
such as corporate & commercial 
law, M&A, dispute resolution, 
energy, pharma, banking, project 
finance, competition, labor law, tax, 
real estate, IP, telecoms and GDPR 
experience. “The aim is simple, 
to offer a broad range of legal 
services that are aligned with the 
business needs and objectives of 
our clients, being always cognizant 

of the fact that they expect us to 
be highly cultivated, excel at what 
we do, be cost-efficient and where 
necessary provide sophisticated 
solutions, fresh ideas and have 
an open-minded approach” said 
the Managing Partner Mr. John 
Kyriakides.

KG Law Firm has unprecedented 
experience in working with US and 
other international investors and 
companies for many decades, with 
30% of its revenue emanating from 
such mandates. “Back in 1960s, 
we represented the US company 
Oceanic Exploration Inc., when it 
discovered the Prinos oil field in the 
northern Aegean Sea” explained 
Kyriakides. “Over the decades, 

many other large US multinational 
corporations such as Google, Coca 

Cola, IBM, Oracle, Amazon, 3M, 
Honeywell, Associated Press, many 
pharmaceuticals and medical 
devices companies, US Banking 
institutions and top tier US law 
firms, have entrusted us with their 
business endeavors, investments 
and or litigious cases.”

Kyriakides notes that confidence of 
US corporations to invest in Greece 
is mounting and the momentum 
builds up leading to an imminent 
US investment boom, “KG Law firm 
stands ready to assist anyone willing 
to invest in our growing economy, 
stable systems and beautiful 
country” he concluded.

https://kglawfirm.gr

KG Law Firm gets ready as US confidence in Greece mounts

Mr. John Kyriakides, 
MP of KG Law Firm

Greece, is undoubtedly a global 
maritime leader and the United 
States had a big role in this. “It was 
America that provided for free the 
original nucleus for the rebuilding 
of the Greek fleet which had been 
destroyed during the WW2” said 
Mr. Ioannis Plakiotakis, Minister 
of Maritime Affairs and Insular 
Policy of Greece. During the same 
period, ABS - an American maritime 
classification society - established 
an office in Greece, following the 
end of World War II and the restart 
of the Greek shipping industry. 
“The shipping industry of Greece 
is now one of the most advanced 
in the world and we believe in it,” 
said Vassilios Kroustallis, ABS Vice 
President, Europe. «The fact that our 
biggest office in Europe is located in 
Greece is proof of our commitment 
to the industry in this country.” 

ABS is continuously investing 
in Greece both financially and 

in manpower. They have set up 
the biggest engineering center 
in Athens, a center of nautical 
systems, a big survey department 
and a sustainability center - one 
of only two in Europe for ABS - to 
assist in developing solutions for 
the industry’s biggest challenge: 
decarbonization.

In addition, “Greece is an essential 
and strategic partner of the US 
economy since approximately 22% 
of the greek fleet’s activity serves 
the U.S. The strategic maritime 
relationship between the US and 
Greece is and will remain solid, 
productive and mutually beneficial 
for our economies and societies” 
said Plakiotakis.

Scan here for the full interviews:
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A Solid Maritime Relationship

Mr. Vassilios Kroustallis,  
VP Europe of ABS 


